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Paige Hernandez’s Liner Notes: Music of the Movement 

A Change is Gonna Come: Part One  
Watch the lyric video for Sam Cooke’s “A Change is Gonna Come,”  
and then answer the following discussion questions.

student activity 1

1. �	It is important to note that the lyric video was created in 2016.  
What images are included in the video that illustrate the message of the lyrics? 
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2. �If the lyric video were to be updated to include images from 2016 to the present,  
what events/movements do you feel should be included? 
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3. �What emotions do the lyrics evoke? 
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4.	 �Do you think the lyrics of the song are timeless? Why or why not?  
In other words, will they always be relevant in our society? 
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Paige Hernandez’s Liner Notes: Music of the Movement 

A Change is Gonna Come: Part Two  
Read or listen to the 2014 NPR article “Sam Cooke and the Song That ‘Almost Scared Him’”  
and watch the 2015 CBS News clip about the story behind “A Change is Gonna Come.”  
Then, answer the following discussion questions. 

student activity 1

1. �	Why was a song dedicated to social change a risky career move for Sam Cooke?  
What were his concerns in releasing it? 
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2. �Review the following quote by Sam Cooke: “If you observe what’s going on and try to figure out how  
people are thinking and determine the times of your day, I think you can always write something that  
the people will understand.” Do you think this should be a primary focus for artists? Why or why not? 
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3. �What specific, personal incident inspired Sam Cooke to write “A Change is Gonna Come?”  
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4.	 �How does the text in the last paragraph of the article support the claim that Cooke’s song is timeless? 
Provide specific evidence from the text to support your answer.  
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